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Overview  
 

 

Eureka Funds Management conducted a Community Information Day at the Medowie 

Community Centre on 20 March 2009. 

 

During this 8-hour session, approximately 80 people visited the centre. 

 

The objective of the information session was to correct community misconceptions 

about proposed Boundary Road (Lot 93-96) development. These include: 

 

• The site is within the (Australian Noise Exposure Forecasts) ANEF Contours 

– The Council ANEF map from the Draft Medowie Strategy clearly shows this 

is not the case.  

• The proposed development will make drainage worse in Campvale Swamp- 

The development is outside the Campvale Swamp catchment and any 

development of this site will be required to improve drainage issues for 

adjoining downstream residents. 

• The Proposal is for a 1300 lot residential project- Our proposal is for 300 – 

400 Rural residential lots 

• Is a last minute submission – The rural residential proposal was lodged June 

2008 

• The site is environmentally constrained from being developed-Numerous 

studies (lodged with council) support the site can be developed provided 

ecological sensitive planning principles are adopted. These include retaining 

36 ha through the centre of the site. 

• The site will be a public housing estate-Simply not true 

 

Newspaper advertisements promoting the community information day where placed 

in the Port Stephens Examiner, Port Stephens Messenger and Newcastle Herald in 

the lead up to the information day.   
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Outcome 
 

The community information day was well received by all who attended. 

 

Information boards were erected to allow members of the public to view the facts 

about the project and ask questions of representatives of the land owner Eureka 

Funds Management and their Development Manager Buildev (EFM/BD).  

 

 EFM/BD representatives spent a significant amount of time (two hours) with several 

members of the Medowie Progress Association listening to, and addressing some 

their concerns and correcting misinformation about the project.  

 

The majority of attendees at the information day were supportive of the rural 

residential proposal for the Boundary Road site – some even expressing an interest 

in purchasing land. A number of these attendees stated that there should be a range 

of lot sizes to cater for people who wanted both half acre (2,000m²) and 1 acre blocks 

(4,000m²). 

 

The day also provided residents with an opportunity to raise concerns about existing 

problems in the area which Eureka acknowledged, they would be happy to work with 

council to address, where possible. 

 

Eureka is committed to working with Port Stephens Council, The Medowie Progress 

Association and the general community in the future to ensure all are well informed 

about the Boundary Road project.  

 

The general response from the majority of residents who viewed details of the 

Boundary Road proposal saw the development as a natural extension of Medowie’s 

rural residential footprint.  

 

Residents spoke of the need for further infrastructure investment and the need for 

Medowie to grow in order to attract additional investment in community services and 

retail opportunities. 
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The voice of objection to a project is often louder than that of support, the Community 

Information Day provided the opportunity to those who support the project or had no 

objection to it, to voice their opinion without feeling intimated.  

 

There was also support and recognition of the benefits the Boundary Road proposal 

offered as master-planned estate.  

 

As a result of the positive outcome from 20 March Community Information Day 

Eureka is willing to conduct similar community sessions in the future to ensure all 

opinions are heard. 
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Execution 
The following pages display the content from the information boards used at the 

community day along with press advertisement and media release 
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Media Release 
 
 

Medowie Community invited to information day about 
new rural residential development 

 
18 March 2009 

 

The community of Medowie is invited to attend a public information day to learn more 

about the proposed rural residential development of a 126-hectare site on Boundary 

Road. 

 

Landowner Eureka Funds Management will host the public information session, 

which is being held at the Medowie Community Centre Friday 20 March. 

 

Development Manger for Eureka Funds Management Andrew Simons said there is a 

lot of confusion in the community about the Boundary road development. 

 

“We have listened to community concerns about our original proposal for a 1300 lot 

residential development, as a result we have submitted a request to be considered 

rural residential.” 

 

“This rezoning would reduce the number of lots to between 300 and 400 and make 

the development a natural extension of neighbouring rural residential areas.” 

 

“This is not a last minute project, our application for rezoning consideration as a rural 

residential development was made in June 2008, meaning council has had eight 

months to consider the submission. 

…/2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 14 

“This development site is also well outside the aircraft noise contour boundary which 

we will show people when they attend the information day,” Mr Simons said.   

 

The proposed development will create approximately 700 direct jobs and 1200 

indirect jobs and will inject between $5 and $10 million into local infrastructure. 

 

The proposed development will adopt a number of ecologically sensitive planning 

and design principals, which includes retaining and enhancing a 36 hectare green 

corridor through the centre of the site.  

 

The community information day will be held from 10am to 6pm Friday 20 March 

at Medowie Community Centre on the corner of Ferodale and Medowie Road.  

 
 
-ends- 


